Chinese Reserves and Resource Classification 1999

Geological Assurance

Classification and 

Type Degree of 

Economic Viability
Total identified Mineral resources

Measured                    Indicated                   Inferred
Undiscovered Resources

Reconnaissance

Economic
Proved Extractable 

Reserve (111) 





Basic Reserve (111b)





Probable Extractable

Reserve (121)
Probable Extractable

Reserve (122)




Basic Reserve (121b)
Basic Reserve (122b)



Marginal Economic
Basic Reserve (2M11)





Basic Reserve (2M21)
Basic reserve (2M22)



Sub-marginal Economic
Resources (2S11)





Resources (2S21)
Resources (2S12)



Intrinsic Economic
Resources (331)
Resources (332)
Resources (333)
Resources(334)?

Note : Of the codes(111-334) used in the table above, the first digital number indicates the degree of economic viability :

1 = economic. 2M = marginal economic, 2S = sub-marginal economic 3 = intrinsic economic, ? = economic interest undefined the second digital number indicates phases of feasibility assessment : 1 = feasibility study, 2 = pre-feasibility study, 3 = geological study; the third digital number indicates geologic assurance : 1 = measured, 2 = indicated, 3 = inferred, 4 = reconnaissance, b = before the deduction of extractable quantities lost in the process of designing and mining. 
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